
Of Course You Care!

It not only matters HOW 
your tax dollars are being 
spent, but it also matters 
WHO’s spending your 
money and making 
important decisions. South 
Carolina newspapers, 
including this newspaper, 
believe you should know.
As public bodies in South Carolina fi ll vacan-
cies, it is oft en a mystery as to who is being 
considered and even the identities of the top 
candidates.

When a Spartanburg school district went 
looking for a new superintendent about three 
years ago, the district refused to release ma-
terial on any more than two fi nal applicants, 
while the law specifi es at least three must be 
made public.

Th e Spartanburg Herald-Journal fi rst encour-
aged the school district to abide by the law, 
but when that eff ort failed the newspaper took 
the district to court and the case was decided 
in 2006.

Editors at the Herald-Journal felt it was im-
portant to  have a clarifying ruling on this 
part of South Carolina open government law 
and a Circuit Court judge agreed, ruling for 
the newspaper and saying the district could 
easily have provided information about the 
fi nal fi ve fi nalists. He also ordered the district 
to pay the newspaper’s attorney fees.

Th e case set an important precedent in South 
Carolina that guarantees taxpayers the right 
to know who’s vying for im-
portant jobs like school super-
intendent and fi nd out if they 
have suitable credentials. 

Th e Spartanburg Herald Journal: 2006 
South Carolina Press Association FOI 
Award Winner.
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