FIGHTING FOR YOUR
RIGHT TO KNOW

South Carolina newspapers,
including this newspaper,
do more than give you
news, information and
entertainment.

They also serve an important watchdog role,

as was shown by The Sun News of Myrtle

Beach, where reporters and editors wondered

why no one was using the public bus system.

o Their search for answers ended with a prec-
edent-setting court decision that will help
ensure the public’s right to access public
records.

o The Sun News began looking into the area’s
bus system to see how it could survive with
only a handful of daily riders. The answer:
The system was a financial house of cards
with a series of government grants that kept
it one step ahead of insolvency.

« The probe also uncovered a patter of finan-
cial abuses, including a director who falsi-
fied records and used tax dollars to buy
personal gifts and vacations. Within days of
the first report, that director had been fired.
Months later, he was convicted of felony
public corruption and sent to prison.

o Along the way, The Sun News had to wage a
legal battle with the area’s solicitor, who had
seized the bus system’s financial records fol-
lowing the initial reports. So the newspaper
took the solicitor to court and won.

o The judge said public documents must re-
main available to the public, even if those
documents are seized during the course of a
criminal investigation.

This ruling strengthened Sun-

shine laws for all South Caro-

linians.

The Sun News in Myrtle Beach: 2005
South Carolina Press Association FOI
Award Winner.
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